 A BRIEF INTRODUCTION

      The Spanish Government has designed a National Hydrological Plan (PHN) to try and solve what they see as problems with water in Spain. Some of these problems are real, some are, to say the least, doubtful. One of the key elements of this Plan  would be to take an enormous amount of water out of the River Ebro before it reaches the Delta. This would then be channeled to different parts of Spain, as far as 700 km away, where there is a supposed lack of water.

    The River Ebro is the longest in Spain, 928 km long, and ends at the Delta of the Ebro. This river delta has been created over the last four thousand years from virtually nothing and now extends 320 square kilometres out into the sea from the original coastline. The characteristics are perfect for rice cultivation, and the fresh water enriches a large fishing and shellfish industry. Forty thousand people live in the various towns of the Delta, often depending on it for their work, be it in agriculture, fishing or tourism. The Delta’s low-lying wetlands are also a perfect haven for birds, making it one of the most famous and important Natural Parks on the Mediterranean coast, with many protected species.

      The Delta only exists thanks to the strength of the River Ebro. However, due to an excess building of reservoirs along the river it now carries very few sediments. As we all know, due to global warming, the sea level is gradually increasing, and expected to rise dramatically in this century. The lack of fresh water flowing down the river means salt water often enters the river and is found over 20 km upstream. All this and the over-exploitation of water resources means the Delta’s stability is now quite precarious.

      So, if we take up to 20% more of its water away, the results could be disastrous. Specifically, the Plan would be to take 1,050 cubic hectometres (32,000 litres/second) from the river. The government’s solution to a problem they themselves want to create is to spend millions of Euros on building concrete walls, dykes, and other monstrosities within the, formerly “Natural”, Park. They also think they can control exactly how much water a river needs, and how much can “ecologically” be taken out. All this is in stark contrast to the negative opinions about this Plan detailed in over a hundred reports, prepared by scientists, universities, engineers and other experts, at the bequest of, and ignored by, the government!

      Do the other regions really need this water anyway? By modernising  their irrigation systems, controlling the development of mass tourism and golf courses, and even stopping all the leaks and other losses in the network, there would be water for everyone. At the moment between 20% and 40% of the water available is lost via leaks or old-fashioned infrastructures. Water can even be desalinized from the sea for less money than this project would cost. So why go ahead – is it just to line the pockets of construction firms and intensive agricultural companies with European tax-payers’ money? The key question is that about 35% of the 23,000,000,000 Euros (about 13,000,000,000 pounds) needed for this Plan have to come from EU funds. To top it all, the Spanish media has linked many of the Plan’s designers to the very same construction and hydro-electric power companies who would receive the work and investments.


The economic and environmental problems which will be generated if this Plan goes ahead have been denounced by the Platform for the Defence of the River Ebro, amongst other campaign groups, to the European Commission. For more information on the campaign and more details on the Plan and our campaign please keep searching our web page, www.ebre.net, where we try to keep constant English language updates. We recommend you now read “Save the Ebro Delta” for a more complete picture.

