MANIFESTO OF THE BLUE MARCH (Aug-Sept 2001)

(The Blue March for a New Water Culture left the Ebro Delta on the 10th August and travelled on foot and by coach, through Spain, France, Holland, and Germany, finishing with a huge demonstration of 10,000 people in Brussels on the 9th September)

The organisations involved in this March call for a National Hydrological Plan which modernises the present policies related to water in Spain. The demand for the increasingly scarce resource of water should be managed and distributed in a sustainable way as laid down in the Water Framework Directive recently passed by the European Union.

However, the Plan designed and imposed by the Spanish Popular Party would unfortunately involve the following negative aspects.

1) A policy based on a continuous growth of the offer of water. This will lead to an over-exploitation of our ecosystems, fostered by speculative business interests which often operate illegally but go unpunished.

2) The out-dated idea of a hugely subsidised supply of water, based on the construction of gigantic public works: a hundred large reservoirs, and the rechanneling and transfer of water from one area to another. The unjustified transference of water from the River Ebro would have a serious social, cultural, and environmental impact.

3) It would increase the social and economic differences between the regions of Spain, consolidating an already unfair imbalance between the interior of Spain and the coastal areas, between the mountain lands and the plains, between rural life and city life.

4) It would encourage a voracious demand for water in areas where it is now scarce. This demand cannot be met and, in turn, would create serious social and environmental problems in the long term. The justifications for this demand are unacceptable – they cannot call for solidarity and sacrifices from deprived areas only to promote more business speculation.

5) It would also accelerate the environmental deterioration of  lakes, wetlands, mountains, and rivers and their riverside vegetation, estuaries and deltas. We have to remember that water is the lifeline for all ecosystems, and an essential element for our health and wellbeing, apart from being economically important.

6) This Plan would promote the management of water as a market commodity, just as the Popular Party and CiU also imposed in the Water Law Reform during the last government. From our point of view, though, water is, and should continue to be, a public resource of all the society, to be managed accordingly for the general public interest.

7) The reduction of water resources because of climate change has been undervalued in the Plan, thereby avoiding the need to design a sustainable future based on foresight and realism.

-----------------------------

Despite the huge social movement which has called for the withdrawal of this Plan, the Government, with the aid of CiU and the Canaries Coalition, has passed the bill. It has ignored the criticisms and alternative proposals offered by a wide range of scientists.

Passing this Plan now is also seriously irresponsible from a political standpoint as it is trying to avoid the new approach to water management proposed in the European Union’s new Water Framework Directive, before this Directive is completely implemented. Besides this, the Government in their eagerness to impose a rushed policy of “fait accompli” is breaking several Directives already in force, such as those of Natural Habitats, Birds and so on, and ignoring the imminent passing of the Strategic Environmental Evaluation. Apart from this, many of the works considered in the Plan are at present being judged with important ex-members of the Environment Ministry declaring in the courts.

Given this situation it is essential to start a wide social debate, guaranteeing the participation, on an equal footing, of all the affected territories and sectors. We need to democratize the bodies which plan and manage water use in Spain. 

We are convinced that in one way or another this problem of democratization and people’s participation in decision-making is generalised in Europe. This Plan is unworkable without being financed by European Funds and for this reason we have organised the BLUE MARCH FOR A NEW WATER CULTURE which is WALKING FROM THE DELTA OF THE RIVER EBRO TO BRUSSELS. We are in favour of the new European Directive which would allow for the following policies:

1) A sustainable use of the water resources available in each region. This would need a thorough knowledge of the real consumption in different activities and a joint management of surface and underground water resources.

2) A rational use of water, principally by not wasting it – substantially increasing the efficiency of its use, reducing losses in the distribution network, promoting more efficient irrigation techniques, treating and reusing waste water.

3) A respect for the laws – ending overexploitation, uncontrolled dumping and spillage, illegal water collection, and illegally irrigated lands.

4) A territorial plan which encourages a balanced sustainable development based on responsibility and solidarity.

5) Recover our water ecosystems which are now extremely deteriorated after years of aggresion and neglect. Protect the public hydrological domain, restore woodlands, conserve rivers, wetlands and aquifers, and reduce pollution.

6) A  joint plan between Spain and Portugal for their shared resources as required in the new Directive.

-------------------------

Independent economic studies show that the costs of the Government’s Plan would be way beyond any expected benefits, breaking the economic reasoning defended in the Directive. This Plan needs, as a key element, a huge European subsidy. This subsidy would not only aid the biggest attack on the environment ever passed in Spain, but also go against present European laws and policies. It would benefit, once again, construction and electricity companies, and multinationals which, through the marketing of this subsidised public water, would contribute to business speculation within the model of unsustainable development promoted by our Government.

Because of all this, the organisations participating in the BLUE MARCH propose to:

1 – Block European funds for those projects of this Plan which would have serious impacts.

2 – Promote people’s participation in, and education about, the NEW WATER CULTURE in Europe, democratizing water management  within the perspectives of a Sustainable Development.

3 – Implement the European Union’s Water Framework Directive completely, starting with the strict application of the NO DETERIORATION policy during its implementation period.
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